IJNITE® STATES DISriTOCT 
FORim EASITSRNBISTRICr OF NORTH CAROUNA 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 
OVIL ACTION NO.: 7:16-CV.1«-RJ 


CYBERNET, IXC and ALADDIN 
REAL ESTATE, LLC, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 


JONATHAN DAVID, in his peisonal capacity 
and his official capacity as Distnct Attorney for 
the 13*** ProseciitDiial District of North Carolina; 
JAMES,MCVICEH1^ in his peansonal cfq[mcity 
and his official ciqpacity as Sfaedff of Bladen 
County, North Carolina; and TRAVIS DEAVER, 
in his personal a^city andhis official capacity 
as a Dqsuty Sheiilf of Bladen County, Noith 
Carolina, 

Defendants: 


DECLARATION OF 
McCRAE DOWLESS 


1^ McCiae Dowiess, declare oaderpoialty of papay under the laws ofihe State of Ncadi 
Camlina and the United States that 

L My name is McCcae Dowiess. lam ov@retg^[iteen years of and of sound 
mind, and anil foUyconqietent to niake tins affi^^ 1 have personal knowledge ofihe fficts 
stated herein and such j&cts are true and (xmect 

2. I am a resident ofBlad^ County, Nordi Carolina. 

In the &11 of 2014,1 'woifc^ with Sheriff Jim McVicker and his c am p ai g n fn f»l«^ 
him as the Sheriff of Bladen County. He was in a competitive ^ectiem against flic aiHmg Shmff 
of Bladen County, Prenfis Benstem. 

4. I was hired by flie campaign to provide infonnatiem to potmtial voters ahont Jim 


McVidcer, to assist with voter legistration drives, to encomage voters to get out and vote, and to 

work polKng precincts during die eaiiy voting sessions and on election day. Ibeganworiongfor 
Jim McVicker's campaign in April or May 2014. I hired a team ofwtMtais to assist with these 
efiforts and I was responsible for ovcrsedng their work. The team consisted of apfMuximatdy 
twenty (20) people, but varied fiom time to time dq)endmg upon the paiticfdar tasics bmng 
performed. 

5. I was responsible for paying eachm^ber of my team. I could pay workers in 

cash up to $50.00 per foat foey worked, and often would jmy members of my team in cash 

when allowed At all times, I paid members of my team from foods provided to me on hdiailf of 
Sheriff McYicker’s campaign. 

6. In my role wifo die campaign, I had Tegular content wHh Sheriff McVicker and 
his campaign managers LandonBcodeanx. I would ipdate them oir foe stactiis of our efforts and 
request funds from the canopaign as needed to pay for my efifoite and the woik of my team. 

7. In foe thiid or fourfo week of September 2014, Mr. Bordeaux told me dxnit a 
meeting that had taken place between Jeffoey Snuth, Mr. Bordeaux, and Sheriff Mc^^cker at a 
residence diat belonged to Mr. Bordeaux’s grandmother. Mr. Bordeaux said diat foe caoopaign 
was seeking foiancial support from Mr. Smith, a lesident of Dublin in Bladen County, vfoo I also 
personally know. Mr. Bordeaux told me that foe campaign did not accept a dieck from Mr. 
Smith in foe amount of $4,000, but font he and Mr. Sinith were cormnumcatbi^ about other ways 
fm Mr. Simfo to out foe canqiaign. 

7. A (xnqdeofdays later after foisconveisationwifo Mr. Bordeaux, loontected Mr. 

Bordeaux and told him that 1 needed additional ftmds at that time to contmiie my efforts on 
bdialf of the canqiaign. In response, Mr. Bordeanx said foat he would matkesonteplKine calls. I 
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subsequently contacted Mr. Smith. He seemed to be ejipecting my call and asked me to stop by 
bis house. I 'Went to see Mr. Smith that same day and he gave me $4,000.00 in cash. I used 
those hmds to pay me and the members of my team 'who were helpii^ out on ShenffMcVicker’s 
caiiq)aign. After receiving these funds from Mr, Smith, Mr. Bordeaux did not follow wifo me 

with any other instruedans about gating funds to me in response to my eailkT request ftxr 
additional funds. 

8. Durmg the eady voting p»iod, ShedfrMcVidrer's campaign was ntaJdng a push 
to get voters out to vote. We were assisting widi that efiS^rt and wifti mamimg the eady-voting 
polling precincts to pass out information regarding Sberifr'McVickcr. I contacted Mr. Boideanx 
at the start of that effort and said that I needed additional funds to conduct ftus wixk. Mr. 
Bordeaux told me that he would make some phone calls. I subsequently spdke to Mr. Smifowho 
a^in seemed to be expecting my call. IfoennoK^him atmyofBceinIhibIm. When I met wifo 
Mr. Smifo, he gave me $900.00 in cash for use toward the eady voting effort on behoof Shraiff 
McVicker’s campaign. Aftier leodving the funds from Mr. Smifo, Mr. Bordeaux did not follow 
ip widune withany ofo^instnictiQns about getting funds to me ini6S|ioiise to my eadkr 
request for additional funds, 

9. Later duiing foe eady voting period, 1 again needed more foods for my team to 
continue its wodc. T contacted Mr. Bordeaux to reqi^st additional frinds, and a gyim^ Mr. 

Bordeaux said foat he would make some phone calls. I then contacted Mr. Snodtii, who a fflin was 
expecting my call. I then met wifo Mr. Snuth at my office in Dublin. He gave me $900.00 in 
cash ftiruse on Sheriff MeVidoer's campaign. After receivmg foe ftmds from Mr. Smhh, M&r. 
Bordeaux did not follow up udfo me wifo any otiier instrucdmis aboot gefong ftmds to me in 
response to my eadier request for additional ftmds. 
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10. One of Oie polling piedncts that was open during the early voting session was 
located in DiiWin, North Carolina. On multiple occasions. I saw Mr, Smith, his wife Holly 
Smidi, and employees of Mr. Smith who were woridng at feat site on behalf of Sheriff 
MeVideer’s nampmg iL They wac wearing ewnpaign driits for Sheriff McVid^a:. 

11. I do not know how Mr. Bordeaux, Sheriff MeVideer or his campaign accountedin 
its campaign records for the cash owitributions made by Mr. Smife. 

12. Around late Sqstonb® 2014,1 ovedieaidhfr.Bordfiaiix Idling Mr. anife feat the 
sitting sheriff Prentis Bensfon, was planning on conducting a raid on Mi*. Snri&’s badness in 
Dublin. I believe that Mr. Stnilh dosed his business that same day. He did not le-opea it until 
alter the dection. 

I, declare under p^ialty of pequry under the laws of North Carolina and fee United 

States, feat fee foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated this fee d ay of September, 2017. 
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